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manipulation and the usual hygienic and constitutional
treatment.
In the evening Dr. William Varían delivered

the
ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT

at the Court House. In it he dwelt upon the work
and growth of the State Society and spoke of work
yet to be accomplished. Calling attention to the need
of more enlightened treatment of the inebriate, whose
organs are in a state of disease due to chronic alcohol-
ism, he spoke of the great improvements that have been
made in the treatment of the insane and feeble-minded
from other causes than alcohol, and declared his con-
viction that some such steps should be taken on behalf
of the equally unfortunate victims of alcohol, who are
too often treated as felons, and thrust into the work-
house or jail, then discharged with enfeebled mind and
body to again encounter temptation, without having ob-
tained strength to resist their depraved instincts. The
frequent repetition of this course soon produces a real
criminal, or else ends in a pauper's grave or an insane
hospital.
The orator closed his address by an appeal to the

non-medical portion of his audience to encourage
higher medical education, to sustain efforts to obtain
legislation for sanitary purposes, and to advance State
medicine, and recommended the endowment of chairs
in established medical schools in preference to starting
new enterprises, thus enlarging the usefulness and
lessening the expense of a generous medical educa-
tion.

accent Hitcrature.

The Transactions of the American Medical Association.
Instituted 1847. Volume XXX11I. Philadelphia.
Printed for the Association, 1882.
This volume of 669 pages represents the work of

the American Medical Association as presented at its
annual meeting at St. Paul in June last. If the ac-

tion of the Association looking toward the journalizing
of its transactions be carried out, this will probably be
the last time that the papers presented before the So-
ciety are published in a single volume. If the requi-
site number of subscriptions is pledged to warrant the
issue of a Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion, the articles or at least a part of them, will of
course appear more promptly than now, but the present
method certainly gives them to us in a substantial,
readable, and permanent form.

— A writer in the New York Medical Journal says
that in Buffalo, N. Y., there are nine free dispensa-
ries either under way or starting. Further he says :
" Under the pretense of charity the physicians thus
seek to advertise their names to the public, and jeal-
ousy has caused the dispensary mania to become epi-
demic, no one wishing to be outdone by another in
the scramble for a vast acquaintance."

—

It is understood that the Marine Hospital Serv-
ice is to have control of the $100,000 appropriated
for the protection of the Southern cities during the
expected epidemic of yellow fever the coming summer.

DISCHARGED LUNATICS.
A few days since Chief Wade, of the Massachu-

setts State Police, was shot at by an insane man
named Brennan, two shots taking effect upon his per-
son. The shooting occurred at the Chief's office in
this city. Brennan had been committed to the insane
asylum at Danvers three times since July, 1881, but
remained only a few weeks each time. He had also
served at least one term at Deer Island for drunken-
ness. He had various imaginary wrongs, for which
he had been harassing the police, among whom he was

generally known as a crank, though not apparently
considered dangerous. On the day of the assault he
had provided himself with a revolver, and visited, evi-
dently with homicidal intent, several officials against
whom he had fancied grievances. None of his in-
tended victims were in, however, until he found the
Chief of Police. Among those who were so fortunate
as to escape was Dr. Jelly, who in his official capacity
as a member of the Board of Directors for Public
Institutions had committed the man to the asylum.
Another examination of Brennan since his arrest
shows him to be possessed of all sorts of vagaries,
and, as his actions have proved, to be a very danger-
ous person. The significance of the case consists in
the fact that after his mental condition had been fully
recognized, and he had been at three separate times
put under restraint, he was so quickly allowed to go
at large. We are happy to say that the blame for
this action is not to be borne by the medical authorities
who have had him in charge. Dr. William B. Gold-
smith, physician and superintendent of the asylum at
Danvers, in a communication to a daily paper, puts
the responsibility where it belongs. It seems that
Brennan was discharged from the hospital May 16,
1882, not by the advice of the hospital authorities,
but because of the action of the Overseers of the
Poor of the town of his settlement, who removed him
in order that they might care for him more cheaply.
Dr. Goldsmith wrote to these Overseers of the Poor
at the time and informed them that Brennan enter-
tained delusions which were liable to render him dan-
gerous at any time, and he expressed the same opin-
ion verbally. According to his showing, therefore,
the Overseers of the Poor referred to (the name of
their town is not mentioned by Dr. Goldsmith) as-
sumed a grave responsibility in removing him and
in subsequently setting him at large upon the commu-

nity.
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O.i inquiry we learn that the legal settlement of
Brennan is in the city of Lowell, in whose quota he
enlisted during the war. The cost to that municipal-
ity of maintaining him at Danvers would have been
t'iree dollars and a quarter per week, certainly not an
exorbitant sum when it is remembered that this pays
bis entire expenses, including medical treatment. It
is customary for the officers of auy State institution
which receives an inmate whose maintenance belongs
legally to any town or city, to notify the local Board
of Overseers of the Poor that such an individual has
entered the institution, and that the town where he
claims settlement may either remove him, and assume
the care of him themselves, or at their option may
leave him where he is, paying to the State the actual
cost of his keeping. In the case of common paupers
ami cripples this rule works no injury, so far as we
can see, to any one, for the pauper is a voluntary
applicant for support, and in case his town removes

him from a State institution he will claim assistance
of the local board, which must be granted him. If,
owing to exceptional facilities, the town is able to
maintain its paupers at a lower rate than the State,
the town would seem to be entitled to the privilege
of saving the difference. But with the pauper in-
saue the case is by no means the same. The town
can nuke application, as in the present instance,
for the discharge of its ward, signifying its inten-
tion of providing for him itself. But when it is al-
lowed to place him ou a par with the other paupers,
and to limit the assistance furnished by his demand
therefor, an immediate difficulty arises. Taken away
from Danvers to his own city he is asked by the
local board, " What do you require?" and promptly
answers " Nothing." The local authorities then dis-
claim any further responsibility. Their bill from the
State ceases, and it is not replaced by an expense in
their local almshouse, as it would be in the case of
their other paupers. Meantime (as in the present
case) a walking powder magazine may have been sent
forth upon the community, and oftener than otherwise
the explosion occurs at a distance from where its
causation was allowed. If the lunatic returns at once
to his legal residence self-protection may prompt its
authorities to restrain him agaiu. But it more fre-
quently happens that his present residence is remote
from his legal domicile; he may not even know where
the latter is. The tendency of such persons is to the
larger centres of population and excitement, and it is
in such places and upon their more conspicuous in-
habitants that the vagaries of these men are wreaked.
Iu the interest, then, of public safety it is abso-

lutely essential that the seclusion of such dangerous
characters be not made to depend upon the chance
philanthropy of local boards iu behalf of men whom
they never have seen, and know only as having
stood upon their quota-roll twenty years ago. If, as
seems likely to be the case, the cost at which the
State provides for her own insane be as low as it can
be afforded, all dangerous pauper lunatics should be
placed in State asylums, and the cost of their mainte-
nance collected from the municipalities owing them a

settlement. In other words the local authorities should
not be consulted as to whether their insane shall be
treated or not, but it should be assumed that that is a
necessity, and the State, for the protection of her cit-
izens, should see that it is properly done.

-

•

THE MASSACHUSETTS LAW TO PREVENT THE
ADULTERATION OF FOOD AND DRUGS.
The Massachusetts Legislature of 1882, near the

close of its session, enacted a law to prevent the adul-
teration of food and dru^s, which was to take effect
in ninety days after its passage, the date of its ap-
proval being Miy 26, 1882. The execution of this
act was placed in charge of the State Board of Health,
Lunacy, and Charity, which was empowered to ap-
point the necessary offiaers provided for in the statute.
At a meeting of the Board September 2, 1882,

analj'sts were appointed to make the required inspec-
tion and analyses of food and drugs in Massachusetts.
Scarcely six months had elapsed, however, before

the Public Health Committee of the present Legisla-
ture offered to the House a new bill relating to the
same subject, the animus of which is a virtual repeal
of the original act of last year, and the substitution of
a system of local inspections in its place in all cities
and towns of more thau two thousand inhabitants.
It will thus be seen that should the new bill be
passed a fair trial of the original law will not have
been made, a year not having elapsed since its pas-
sage, and hence no annual report of its operation can
have been received.
We are enable i to state, however, that good and

efficient work has been done by the analysts. During
the few months of their service thus far nearly four
hundred samples have been inspected and analyzed,
a larger amount than is reported as a whole year's
work under similar acts in auy of our neighboring
States.
These analyses include all the important articles of

food and drugs, such as butter, milk, sugar, olive oil,
mustard, cream of tartar, spices, wines, syrups, etc.,
etc., also opium, cinchona, and their derivatives, the
preparations of iron, jalap, ipecac, bromide and iodide
of patassium, etc., etc.
In the State of New York last week a large sale

of adulterated tea was prevented by an injunction on
application of the New York State Board of Health,
acting under a similar law to that of Massachusetts.
It is a significant fact that certain legislators who

vehemently opposed the bill of 1882, on the grouud
that " it would injure their business," are uow the
most active in support of the new bill.
In the interest of public health and safety the

speedy defeat of this new and foolish bill is desirable.

— A sanitary journal in New York remarks : " Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes says that bid air, bad whiskey,
aud irregular habits keep the doctors alive. He must
be mistaken. These very things have killed several
doctors in this city."
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A FIRE IN THE NEW BUILDING OF THE HAR-
VARD MEDICAL SCHOOL.

We regret to report the unfortunate injury sus-
tained by the interior of the new building of the
Harvard Medical School from fire, which broke out
in the principal lecture room last Friday evening.
The finishing of the interior was scarcely completed,
and the building was to have been opened with ap-
propriate exercises in two or three weeks.

Only a few weeks since we published a description
of the building, from which it will be seen how com-

plete it was in all its arrangements. It was called " fire-
proof," as most new buildings are now, and had it not
really been so to a considerable extent the loss from
this fire would have been much greater. It seems a

mistake, however, to store even a really fire-proof
building with such an amount of inflammable wood as

was contained in the benches and fittings of this and
the anatomical lecture room. Some of this wood
might certainly be replaced by iron.

It is not known whether the fire had its origin in
incendiarism or in the carelessness of workmen. We
understand no watchman was kept in the building at

night. Several months will be required to repair the
damages sustained, and the dedication has been neces-

sarily postponed until the autumn. The loss, we be-
lieve, falls upon the insurance companies, whose rates
we hope will not be raised on account of the so-called
" testimony " by the "prosecution " in the Tewksbury
investigation.

m-

DISEASE OF THE OPTIC DISK FOLLOWING
TYPHOID FEVER.

Attention was called by Dr. Oglesby, of Leeds,
in a short article in Brain (July, 1882), to a material
diminution of vision exhibited, shortly after convales-
cence, by patients having suffered from typhoid fever
with cerebral complication, that is, meningitis. The con-

dition of the disk in these cases is described by him as

exhibiting under the ophthalmoscope a subacute rather
than an acute neuritis, in which effusion, though suffi-
ciently pronounced to render diagnosis between health
and disease a certainty, is yet of so slight a character
as to deceive one not expert in the use of the instru-
ment. Both disks, as a rule, are affected, and present
a peculiar tint of redness, or rather a brown-red ap-
pearance ; the contour of the disk is as a rule unal-
tered. The visual defect is not noticed until long
after the health of the patient is restored, which may
be owing to the fact that typhoid patients do not re-

sume their ordinary occupations for some time after
being pronounced convalescent. The invasion of the
powers of vision, though slow, is certain. The disease
of the disks grows progressively worse, and though
not, as a rule, ending in atrophy, interferes sadly with
the use of the eyes.

Dr. Oglesby informs us that he has never met with a

case without a distinct history of meningitis. The dis-
ease is much more frequent among women than men,
and especially among child-bearing women. The ma-

jority of these patients present objective symptoms in-

dicative of acute kidney mischief, having a decided ap-
pearance of cellular dropsy of the face, with the usual
pallor of such cases ; albumen, however, is not found in
the urine, or but very exceptionally. Some of the cases

reported, in which the meningeal inflammation per-
sisted, were accompanied by intense neuralgia and
continued vomiting, and ended fatally.

Atrophy of the opticus following typhoid is known
both where there have been symptoms of meningitis
and apparently without such symptoms. Nothnagel
supposes some of these cases to be caused by prolifer-
ation of connective tissue with subsequent shrinking,
causing compression of the nerve. Such a condition
as Oglesby describes we have no knowledge of. His
paper seems a little vague. One who is able to diag-
nosticate with " certainty " an " effusion so slight as to
deceive any but the most practiced in the use of the
ophthalmoscope " ought to be able to describe the con-
dition better than by saying, as the writer does, it
" presented a raised surface, with a decided and easily
discerned brown tint, as if some artist," etc., " a brown
paint-like patch." It appears from the phrasing that
Dr. Oglesby makes his diagnosis with the reversed
image, not the best calculated to show minute changes.

Any results of so common a disease as typhoid fe-
ver affecting so important an organ as the eye are

worthy of careful study, but this contribution, we fear,
is calculated to confuse rather than to increase knowl-
edge of the subject.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
We publish elsewhere the notice of the meeting of

the British Medical Association at Liverpool, July
31st, and August 1st, 2d, and 3d, with its list of offi-
cers. The British Association is peripatetic, and its
meetings call into good-natured rivalry the hospitality
of the various cities of the island. It is perhaps one

sign of the seeming decrease in the superficial contents
of the earth due to improved means of communication
that it should be worth while to announce a medical
meeting to take place 3000 miles away in a foreign
country ; but we doubt not many an American who
reads this announcement will debate whether he can

so shape his summer trip as to be present on the
specified dates, and of those who debate the subject
some, certainly, will succeed in attending the meeting.

The list of officers includes a number of men of
more than insular reputation, and we dare predict not
only a pleasant and enjoyable but also an instructive
meetiug.

•- 

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

The late Professor Friedreich is reported, in Vir-
cbow's Archiv, as having published a paper shortly
before his death in which he set forth cauterization of
the clitoris by means of nitrate of silver as a useful
treatment in many cases of obstinate and severe hys-
terical affections. He advises that the cauterization
be deep, as a superficial one may aggravate the dis-
ease. Among the cases which he gives as cured with
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extreme rapidity by this method are one of paraplegia,
which had lasted for a year and a half ; hysterical
aphonia, lasting for two years ; glossoplegia, lasting
for four months ; tonic spasm of the spinal accessory,
lasting for seven months ; and several cases of general
severe hysterical convulsions.

—

Dr. Robert Kirk, of Glasgow, claims priority
as to the best method of using a picric acid test for
albumen in the urine lately advocated by Dr. George
Johnson, of London.

NEW YORK.

— The report of the Bureau of Vital Statistics for
the first quarter of the year, submitted to the Board
of Health at its last meeting, showed that the number
of deaths was 8538 against 10,298 in the correspond-
ing period of 1882, classified as follows : —

18S3 1882

Sporadic diseases .... 1646 3452
Constitutional diseases . . . 2018 1947
Local diseases.4049 4042
Developmental diseases . . . 606 564
Deaths by violence .... 264 283

From the principal contagious diseases the deaths
were as follows : —

1883 1882.

Small-pox.8 177
Measles.191 404
Scarlatina.239 1141
Diphtheria.279 562
Whooping-cough .... 92 152

There has been, therefore, a very marked falling
off in the prevalence of zymotic affections. Of the
whole number of deaths 4378 were in tenement houses ;
249 persons died from accident or negligence, 69
from surgical operations, and two at an age of more

than a hundred years
—

Bernard Doran, an Irishman,
being one hundred and ten, and Fanny Seaman, a

negress, one hundred and four ; 32 persons committed
suicide, 26 men and six women. The number of births
recorded was 7303 against 7294 in the first quarter of
1882.

— The second annual meeting of the Charity Or-
ganization of the City of New York was held on the
30th of April, with the President, Dr. S. O. Vander-
poel, in the chair, when addresses were made by the
Rev. Dr. Henry C. Potter, the Rev. Charles S. Ames,
of Philadelphia, aud Mr. Francis Waylaud, of New
Haven. The report showed that since the organiza-
tion of the Society, February 8, 1882, it has procured
relief from churches or societies for 340 persons ; from
the Department of Public Charities and Correction
for 150 persons; aud from private families for 111
persons. It has aided by loans ou securities 51, se-

cured permanent regular work for 113, and temporary
work for 105 persons. The cases treated are thus
summarized : " Worthy of continuous relief, 149 ;
worthy of temporary relief, 262 ; needed work rather
than relief, 420 ; unworthy of relief, including 92
frauds exposed, 199 ; total, 1030."

—

At the quarterly meeting of the State Board of
Health held at Albany May 9th Dr. G. M. Moore,
of Rochester, was elected president, and Dr. Elisha
Harris, of New York, secretary. The President re-

appoiuttd all the committees of last year.

—

At a meeting, May 9th, of the citizens' commit-
tee of sixty, appointed at the mass meeting which was

recently held at Chickeriug Hall in regard to the new
Crotón aqueduct, it was resolved that a sub committee
of ten should take the whole subject of the bill re-

cently passed by the Legislature, but not yet signed by
the Governor, iuto consideration, and report the result
of their investigation to a subsequent meeting of the
general committee. To this committee of investiga-
tion Judge Arnoux, chairman of the latter, was added.

—

All those having the best sanitary interests of
the city at heart, as well as a multitude of warm per-
sonal friends, have learned with great regret that the
reappointment by the mayor of Professor Chandler, so

long the efficient president of the New York Board of
Health, was rejected by the Board of Aldermen at its
last meeting.

Miscellany.
 

SURGEON-GENERAL BARNES.

We cut the following from the official notice from
the Surgeon-General's Office :

—On March 13, 1865, he was appointed Major-General
by brevet for faithful and meritorious services during
the war. On June 30, 1882, after over forty-three years
of continuous service, he was placed upon the retired
list by operation of law. The active service of
General Barnes in the field and on the frontier was

unusually extensive and varied ; his record in this re-

spect comparing favorably with that of any medical
officer of the army. His first military duty in Florida
during the disastrous Seminóle war brought him face
to face with the difficulties, hardships, and dangers of
Indian warfare amid the deadly swamps and ever-

glades of that inhospitable region. In the war with
Mexico his field service dates from the first movements
of the " Army of Occupation," and ends with the final
triumph

—

the capture of the City of Mexico. Through-
out these campaigns he was conspicuous for his close
attention to duty, while his coolness in danger, his pro-
fessional skill and sound judgment commanded for him
the respect, confidence, and affection of those under his
charge. Early in his career his promptness, decision,
and ability attracted the attention of General Twiggs,
a close observer, who predicted that, should he live, he
would attain the highest place of honor in his depart-
ment. His army life in Texas, on the great plains,
and on the Pacific coast, afforded him still wider op-
portunities for observation, experience, and education,
the value of which his bright and observant mind was

quick to understand and appreciate. This training of
twenty years, under all conditions of military life,
formed and disciplined his mind, matured his judgment,
and proved a fitting foundation for the superstructure
of his after successes. In the early days of the late war
General Barnes came naturally to the front well pre-
pared to take an active and intelligent part iu the
events of that period. It was at this time that he fell
under the observation of Mr. Stanton, then Secretary
of War, who discovered in him the qualities essential
to the energetic and successful administration of the
important duties of the Medical Department of the
Army. Once assured of the correctness of bis con-
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